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these few hours, Nyeelah has impressed
me with her positive attitude and ea-
gerness to learn about the legislative
branch of our Federal Government. I
know for certain that this young lady
has a very bright future ahead, like so
many other youth whom we will see
through the Halls of Congress today.

——
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CONGRESSIONAL FOSTER YOUTH
SHADOW DAY

(Ms. BASS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I join my
colleagues today in celebration of 63
foster youth and 63 bipartisan Members
of Congress who are participating in
the fourth annual Congressional Cau-
cus on Foster Youth Shadow Day expe-
rience.

The goal of this event is to give fos-
ter youth the opportunity to share
their unique experience with Members
of Congress, as well as gain intimate
insight into the legislative process.

Far too often, we legislate from a
glass tower, far removed from the peo-
ple and places that our laws affect.
Shadow Day was created to address
this very issue, empowering foster
youth from across the country to come
to our Nation’s Capital and share their
stories, while giving Members of Con-
gress the opportunity to learn from the
very young people whose lives we genu-
inely want to improve.

Shadowing me today is Briana, a
beautiful young woman from my home-
town of Los Angeles. Briana became an
open case of the department of child
and family services at the age of 15 due
to abuse by her father. Multiple place-
ments, neglect, and instability defined
her foster care experience.

As she pursues her bachelor’s degree
in accounting at Dillard University in
New Orleans, Briana strives to voice
the real concerns of foster youth and
give strength to her foster peers by
moving towards change. Briana’s ulti-
mate goal is to become a foster care
advocate, encouraging other youth like
her to stand up for themselves in the
child welfare system.

I look forward to hearing more about
Briana’s experience and listening to
her legislative recommendations.
Thank you, Briana, for your resiliency
and your commitment to reforming the
child welfare system.

In honor of Briana and the other 62
foster youth here on the Hill, I invite
my colleagues to join the Congres-
sional Caucus on Foster Youth.

————
NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

(Mr. MARINO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize May as National
Foster Care Month.

On September 30, 2012, there was an
estimated 400,000 children in foster
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care. Sixty-five percent of foster chil-
dren experience at least seven school
changes while in care. Fifty percent of
former foster and probation youth be-
come homeless within the first 18
months of emancipation.

My foster shadow today is Damara.
She is from Pennsylvania, and we are
exchanging some great ideas about fos-
ter care.

All children deserve a safe, loving,
and permanent home. Please become a
foster care parent. My wife and I are
foster care parents and associated with
working with children throughout my
life. We have provided so much for
them, but equally important, they
have provided so much for us.

———
GREEN SCHOOLS

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud several Nebraska
schools for their nationally recognized
roles in protecting the environment.

Two Omaha schools—the Edward
‘“Babe’” Gomez Heritage Elementary
School and the Wilson Focus School—
along with the Lincoln School District,
have been named 2015 Green Ribbon
Schools by the U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation, Arne Duncan.

These schools have been honored for
their promising efforts to reduce nega-
tive environmental impact, ensure en-
vironmental education, promote better
health, and cut utility costs.

As Secretary Duncan has noted,
these schools are ‘‘an inspiration and
deserve the spotlight for embodying
strong examples of innovative learning
and civic engagement.”

It is clear that the honorees are pow-
erful examples of the ways in which
schools can help students cut school
costs, provide healthy learning envi-
ronments, and prepare for the real
world ahead.

I also want to take this opportunity
to honor my good and late friend, Sen-
ator Ron Raikes from Ashland, Ne-
braska, who with me developed the leg-
islation for the focus schools in Ne-
braska. He has been and is sorely
missed.

————

FIX OUR MENTAL HEALTH
SYSTEM

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to advocate on behalf of a cause
near and dear to my heart, fixing our
mental health system.

As some of you may know, I have a
family member with a mental illness.
This has allowed me to witness first-
hand where our system fails those with
a mental illness and to see where the
opportunities are for improvement.

As part of my effort to bring about
change to New Hampshire’s mental
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health system, I joined my colleague,
Representative KUSTER, last week in
hosting a mental health summit with
local advocates, healthcare providers,
and New Hampshire lawmakers.

These experts are essential in the
fight to reform and strengthen our
mental health system. It is with their
feedback, perspective, and opinion that
myself, Representative KUSTER, and
my colleagues in Congress can devise
bipartisan solutions to fix this very im-
portant issue.

Together, we can bring about real bi-
partisan change for individuals and
families affected by mental illness. We
need to change this to a patient-cen-
tered and metrics-driven environment
to ensure that Granite State patients
and their families are provided with
the necessary care, support, and re-
sources they deserve.

———

ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC
ISLANDERS HERITAGE MONTH

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, Asian
American and Pacific Islanders’

achievements in art, technology, busi-
ness, and education serve as a reminder
that our Nation’s success is built upon
the foundation of diversity.

This is particularly evident in my
district, which is home to the largest
AAPI community in Nevada. The Las
Vegas Asian Chamber of Commerce fa-
cilitated the reinvigoration of our
economy after the 2008 crash.

Chinatown Plaza on Spring Mountain
Road is home to one of the country’s
most popular Chinese New Year cele-
brations. There is a thriving Filipino
district along Maryland Parkway. Doz-
ens of Thai, Japanese, Korean, and Vi-
etnamese shops, restaurants, markets,
and festivals enrich our society and
strengthen our economy.

As we celebrate AAPI Heritage
Month, let us acknowledge the value
immigrants bring to our lives and rec-
ognize how much we all stand to gain
from enacting comprehensive immaigra-
tion reform that honors our country’s
legacy as the land of opportunity.

We don’t simply benefit from the
myriad contributions of immigrants;
we thrive and flourish because of them.

———

RECOGNIZING COLONEL ARTHUR
JEFFREY

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today,
we present a Congressional Gold Medal,
the highest civilian honor bestowed by
Congress, to recognize the distin-
guished service of the American Fight-
er Aces.

One of the Fighter Aces being hon-
ored is Colonel Arthur Jeffrey, who was
credited with shooting down 14 enemy
aircraft during World War II. Colonel
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Jeffrey flew air cover missions during
D-day. In December 1944, he was award-
ed the Silver Star for his ‘‘courage,
combat skills, and gallant leadership”’
while thwarting an enemy mission.

Colonel Jeffrey ended his tour as
commander of the 434th Fighter Squad-
ron. His service was recognized at the
time with the Distinguished Flying
Cross, with one oakleaf cluster, and the
Air Medal, with 16 oakleaf clusters.

Colonel Jeffrey passed away this
April in Yakima, Washington, at the
age of 95, regrettably before this honor
was bestowed.

Please join me in honoring the mem-
ory of Colonel Arthur Jeffrey, a re-

markable American, for his out-
standing service defending our Nation.
———

HEAD START 50TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, this
week marks the 50th anniversary of
Head Start, a wonderful success story
that empowered 32 million children in
America.

Unfortunately, the future of Head
Start today stands in grave peril due to
the misplaced priorities of the Repub-
lican budget which cuts $759 billion
from nondefense discretionary funds
and will result in 35,000 fewer children
participating in Head Start.

House Democrats want to embrace
the future by investing in early child-
hood education and enacting universal
prekindergarten. Democrats strongly
support President Obama’s initiative
to fully fund Head Start and expand
the Early Head Start-Childcare Part-
nerships. Research shows that high-
quality early education is a great in-
vestment in a child’s life and our Na-
tion’s future.

Mr. Speaker, our children are our fu-
ture. As Head Starters across the coun-
try plant rose bushes this week to com-
memorate President Johnson’s Rose
Garden launching of Head Start, this
Congress must reject the misplaced
priorities of the Republican budget and
embrace a brighter future for our chil-
dren.

———
HONORING WARRIORS WEEKEND

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, 1
am here today to pay tribute to our
veterans and to the men and women of
our Armed Forces who wake up every
day, put on our Nation’s uniform, and
don’t know if they are going to be
home that evening safely with their
families.

Last weekend, volunteers came to-
gether in Port O’Connor, Texas, to
honor more than 900 veterans and cur-
rent members of the Armed Forces for
the ninth annual Warriors Weekend.
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Warriors Weekend brings together
military members who have been
wounded during combat in the global
war on terror—and not just those who
are wounded physically, but also those
with invisible scars, like PTSD and de-
pression.

Mr. Speaker, many of these current
and former military members are still
in recovery and physical rehabilita-
tion, but the weekend event gives them
the chance to build a support network
and have a great time enjoying the
Texas outdoors.

Warriors Weekend was created in
part by veterans who served during
Vietnam. They knew all too well how
it felt to return home from war and be
looked down on. They wanted to make
sure every member of the military is
welcomed home properly, and they
knew that our wounded veterans often-
times have needs that are overlooked.

I urge Members to support Warriors
Weekend again next year.

———

PASS A LONG-TERM PLAN TO FIX
OUR NATION’S TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, the House voted
yvesterday to approve a 2-month exten-
sion of the highway trust fund. I am
pleased we were able to pass a short-
term fix, but it is time to stop kicking
the can down the road.

I urge my colleagues to use the next
60 days to come up with a long-term
plan to invest in our Nation’s transpor-
tation infrastructure, a plan that will
create jobs, strengthen American com-
petitiveness, and lay the groundwork
for future economic growth.

I asked the Joint Economic Com-
mittee staff to analyze the costs of
U.S. underinvestment in infrastruc-
ture, and this map tells an important
part of the story.

Across the country, one in four
bridges are structurally deficient or
functionally obsolete. That is scary,
and it is a matter of public safety.
Americans are taking tens of millions
of trips every day over bridges that are
in need of repair.

As you can see on the map, in some
States, over one-third of the bridges
are failing. Here in the Nation’s Cap-
ital, 70 percent of our bridges are fail-
ing. We should fix our crumbling infra-
structure as a matter of public safety
and as a matter of national pride.

To see how your State is doing, you
can download the map and the raw
data behind it from the JEC,
jec.senate.gov.

I urge my colleagues to support in-
frastructure. It is time to move beyond
a 2-month extension and, instead, work
on a long-term solution to this critical
and important and economic develop-
ment challenge.
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NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we celebrate National Foster Care
Month, first recognized by President
Ronald Reagan in 1988, I would like to
thank the dedicated foster families, so-
cial workers, and service providers for
their commitment to help children.

May is also a time to shed light on
the plight of nearly 400,000 children and
youth who are currently in our coun-
try’s foster care system, and we call for
safe and nurturing environments for
these vulnerable members of our soci-
ety.

In an effort to give qualified adoptive
and foster parents an opportunity to
make a lasting difference in the lives
of these children, I will be introducing
bipartisan, bicameral legislation that
would help ensure that more children
have the opportunity to be raised in a
loving and supportive home that they
can call their own.

The Every Child Deserves a Family
Act would ensure that prejudices plays
no part in adoption and foster care
placements. A parent’s ability to care
for a child should not be determined by
any parent’s sexual orientation or gen-
der identity, but by their love.

————
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2262, SPURRING PRIVATE
AEROSPACE COMPETITIVENESS
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP ACT
OF 2015; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 880, AMERICAN
RESEARCH AND COMPETITIVE-
NESS ACT OF 2015, PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF MO-
TIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES;
AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM MAY 22, 2015, THROUGH
MAY 29, 2015

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 273 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 273

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2262) to facili-
tate a pro-growth environment for the devel-
oping commercial space industry by encour-
aging private sector investment and creating
more stable and predictable regulatory con-
ditions, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology or their respective designees. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
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